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SOVIET-EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 

ANNCR:; VCA NEWS ANALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY HAS THESE THOUGHTS 
ABOUT THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN SOVIET-EGYPTIAN RELATIONS: 
VOICE: ON SUNDAY, IN PARIS, PRESIDENT SADAT REVEALED THAT 
HE HAD CANCELLED THE SOVIET NAVY'S RIGHT TO USE EGYPTIAN 
PORTS. IT WAS NOT AN ALTOGETHER SURPRISING MOVE, SINCE---AS 
MR. SADAT HIMSELF SAID---THE WITHDRAWAL OF THOSE RIGHTS WAS 
IMPLICIT IN HIS ABROGATION OF THE SOVIET~EGYPTAIN FRIENDSHIP 
TREATY LAST MONTH. NEVERTHELESS, THE ANNOUNCEMENT MARKS ONE HORE 
STEP IN THE DETERIORATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN CAIRO AND MOSCOW. 

THAT DETERIORIATION BEGAN BACK IN NINETEEN SEVENTY-TWO, 
IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT THE FRIENDSHIP TREATY WAS ONLY ABOUT 
A YEAR OLD, PRESIDENT SADAT, CONCERNED ABOUT GROWING SOVIET 
INTERFERENCE IN EGYPTIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS, ORDERED SOME TWENTY 
THOUSAND RUSSIAN ADVISORS OUT OF THE COUNTRY. THEN, AFTER THE 
NINETEEN SEVENTY-THREE WAR, MOSCOW FAILED TO PROVIDE EGYPT 
WITH REPLACEMENTS OF THE ARHS LOST IN THE WAR. IN AN 
ATMOSPHERE OF MUTUAL ACCUSATIONS, SOVIET PARTY LEADER 
BREZHNEV'S SCHEDULED VISIT TO CAIRO WAS ABRUPTLY CANCELLED. 
MOSCOW BEGAN TO CRITICIZE PRESIDENT SADAT FOR TURNING TO THE 
WEST FOR ECONOMIC AND MILITARY HELP, AND THE EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT, 
IN TURN, ACCUSED THE RUSSIANS OF REFUSING TO RENEGOTIATE THE 
LARGE EGYPTIAN DEBT WHICH HAD PILEO UP OVER THE 
YEARS---AND JUST AT A TIME WHEN EGYPT DESPERATELY NEEDED 
MONEY FOR ECONOMIC REBUILDING, THEN, IN MARCH, CAME THE 
ABROGATION OF THE FIFTEEN-YEAR FRIENOSHIP TREATY--- AND 
NOW THE CANCELLATION OF THE PORT PRIVILEGES. 

ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS, MR. SADAT ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN 


ABOUT A POSSIBLE SOVIET ARMS BUILDUP IN LIBYA---WHOSE 
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RELATIONS WITH EGYPT HAVE GOTTEN STEADILY WORSE. HE NOTED THAT 
LIBYA HAS ORDERED LARGE QUANTITIES OF ARMS FROM THE SOVIET 
UNION, AND ASKED: WHO IS GOING TO USE THESE WEAPONS? "IF THE 
SOVIET UNION GETS A BASE IN LISYA," HE IS QUOTED AS SAYING, 
"IT WILL BE VERY DANGEROUS." 

BUT WHILE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE PORT PRIVILEGES 
DRAMATIZES THE WIDENING BREACH BETWEEN EGYPT AND THE SOVIET 
UNION, IT ALSO UNDERLINES THE NEED FOR THE EGYPTIANS TO FIND 
ALTERNATE SOURCES OF ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID. PRESIDENT SADAT 
SAID SUNDAY THAT HE WAS SEEKING FRENCH HELP IN BUILDING AN 
EGYPTIAN ARMS INDUSTRY, AND HE IS KNOWN TO BE SEEKING ARMS AND 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
OBVIOUSLY, HOWEVER, THE UNiTED STATES IS A LOGICAL 
ALTERNATE SUPPLIER OF ASSISTANCE, AND THE QUESTION OF WHAT 
GUIDELINES TO FOLLOW IN PROVIDING THAT ASSISTANCE NOW PRE- 
OCCUPIES WASHINGTON, THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, WILLIAM 
SIMON, RECENTLY HELD EXTENSIVE CONSULTATIONS WITH EGYPTIAN BUSINESS 
LEADERS, AND THE SALE OF MILITARY TRANSPORT PLANES TO EGYPT 
IS BEING DEBATED IN CONGRESS. HERE, AS IN OTHER WESTERN CAPITALS, 
THE MATTER OF AID TO EGYPT IS SEEN IN RELATION TO MAINTAINING 
A BALANCE THAT WILL IMPROVE THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. AND WHILE EGYPT'S TURN AWAY FROM EXCLUSIVE RELIANCE ON 
SOVIET PATRONAGE IS WIDELY CONSIDERED TO BE A POSITIVE DEVELOP- 
MENT, IT NEVERTHELESS POSES THE QUESTION ~--WHICH MUST BE 
ANSWERED---HOW EGYPT CAN BEST GUARANTEE ITS SECURITY AND ECONOMIC 
WELL-BEING WITHOUT COMPROMISING ITS INDEPENDENCE. 


END 


